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research, and special initiatives that 
will help LAU become a world-class 
institution. 

At the Gala, the campaign video was 
shown to the audience. The presentation 
highlighted the goals and plans for the 
campaign and featured students, faculty, 
board members and donors discussing the 
importance of the campaign not only to 
the university but to Lebanon and region. 
“Perhaps the best gift in life is the gift of 
giving because it reveals an unshakable 
commitment to the wellbeing and welfare 
of society. It reveals our obligation to 
our beloved sons and daughters who are 
the only beacon of hope in a region that 
is becoming more and more bereft of 
hope. Because of your generosity, LAU is 

On March 16 over 900 people, 
including Lebanese politicians, 
celebrities, LAU alumni and 

board members, gathered at the Beirut 
International Exhibition and Leisure 
Center for the University’s second 
annual fundraising Gala. This event 
marked the public launch of LAU’s new 
comprehensive fundraising campaign, 
“Fulfilling the Promise.” The event raised 
over $500,000 and went toward the 
campaign goal of scholarships for needy 
and deserving students.  

This five-year campaign continues 
along the path set out by “The Legacy 
and the Promise.” The new campaign 
includes five areas focusing on financial 
aid, facilities, endowed professorships, 

responding in a very positive way,” said 
Dr. Joseph Jabbra, President of LAU.

In addition to the launch of the new 
campaign, Dr. Jabbra used the Gala to 
announce LAU’s new degree, the Elie 
Saab Bachelor of Arts Degree in Fashion 
Design, in recognition of the world-
renowned Lebanese fashion designer. 
The program will offer courses in 
fashion design, marketing, management, 
journalism and retail. According to Dr. 
Jabbra, the inception of this program 
displays LAU’s commitment to providing 
students with a first-rate, innovative 
education while at the same time 
responding to the changes and demands 
in the Middle East and world economies.  
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Welcome to our special edition of LAU Matters 
introducing LAU’s new comprehensive campaign 
“Fulfilling the Promise.” This edition contains 

special content to update friends, supporters and alumni of 
Lebanese American University in North America on the goals, 
projects and programs of the campaign. Each subsequent edition 
of LAU Matters will provide a report on the progress of our 
campaign and detailed information on one campaign area, while 
still including news and announcements about LAU’s activities 
in North America.

The goal of “Fulfilling the Promise” is to secure the financial 
resources needed to further develop and advance academic 
excellence at LAU and help us continue along the path of 
becoming a recognized world-class institution. Over the past 
two years, the LAU community has come together to develop 
the “Strategic Plan: 2011-2016,” LAU’s roadmap to academic 
excellence. This plan outlines how funds raised by the campaign 
will be used for facilities, endowed chairs, student scholarships, 
research, special initiatives, programs and institutes. For more 
information on these areas, see page 3.

In order to achieve these goals, we must raise $50 million.  To 
do so, we will need unprecedented levels of support from our 
alumni and friends. Your assistance will help ensure the future 
of our students and enable us to continue toward our destination 
of excellence. If you would like to donate now, or find more 
information about our campaign, look at On Our Website next 
to this article for links to our new campaign website.  

We thank you for your continued support of LAU and look 
forward to providing you with updates on the progress of our 
campaign and its impact on the LAU community.

Sincerely,

The New York Office of LAU

LAU Matters is published quarterly by the New York Office of 
Lebanese American University and distributed free of charge to 
friends and supporters of the university in North America.

Editorial and Design
Dalila Mahdawi, Maryam Zoma

LAU Matters
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1846

New York, NY 10115-0065
(212) 870-2592

Robert Hollback, Assistant Vice President for Development
Edward Shiner, Director of Alumni and Special Projects

Please send all comments to: laumatters@lau.edu.lb

Cover Photo: LAU President Dr. Joseph Jabbra with Lebanese fashion 
designer Elie Saab at the Second Annual Fundraising Gala in Lebanon.
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The “Fulfilling the Promise” website includes:

ON OUR WEBSITE
Check out the website for “Fulfilling the Promise: LAU 
Campaign for Academic Excellence”:
http://campaign.lau.edu.lb

If you would like to make a donation to “Fulfilling the 
Promise” please visit:
http://campaign.lau.edu.lb/ways-to-give

•	 Updated information about the campaign
•	 Its goals and progress
•	 Additional information, profiles and articles not 

included in the newsletter

Be sure to visit often for the latest news and updates.

Introducing
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speaker series and research funds. 
Green Curriculum: LAU offers courses 
addressing environmental issues, but 
our larger hope is to create a “green 
curriculum” across the University, offer 
a degree in Environmental Studies, and 
build a “green campus.” Donors can 
contribute by providing scholarship 
support for students and funds for 
endowed chairs and research.  
Peace Building: LAU currently has two 
institutes promoting peace: the Institute 
for Peace and Justice Education and the 
Institute for Diplomacy and Conflict 
Transformation. Our goal is to offer a 
graduate-level program and faculty/
student research that takes advantage of 
our existing strength in this area. Donor 
support is needed to provide research 
funds and scholarship support.
Community Outreach: More than 800 
students are involved in the Office of 
Civic Engagement and its community 
outreach program. Endowment 
opportunities exist for donors who want 
to help LAU increase its efforts to build 
meaningful and lasting partnerships in 
our community.    

To read the entire Case Statement, please 
visit: http://campaign.lau.edu.lb/about/

Our “Fulfilling the Promise” 
campaign is rooted in the 
University’s five-year Strategic 

Plan. The purpose of the campaign is to 
secure the financial resources needed for 
us to achieve the goals of this Plan. 

Facilities
In order to provide our students with a 
learning environment equal to the quality 
of instruction they receive, we must build 
several key facilities. These projects 
include: a new Arts & Sciences complex 
on the Beirut campus and a new Library 
and Engineering laboratory building on 
the Byblos campus. A unique opportunity 
exists for donors to name buildings and 
key spaces that will change the face of 
LAU.

Endowed Chairs
LAU needs to retain outstanding faculty 
while also recruiting new distinguished 
professors to provide a world-class 
education to our students. Endowed 
chairs are a key element in this effort and 
can be created across the university with 
the name of the donor at $2 million each. 

Student Support
LAU is dedicated to providing every 

qualified student access to an LAU 
education, regardless of their financial 
circumstances. An endowed scholarship 
with a donor’s name can be created 
starting at $25,000.  Larger gifts can 
create scholarships that fully pay the 
tuition of an undergraduate student on an 
annual basis. Donors can specify which 
school the scholarship will be directed 
to and participate in setting criteria that 
must be met by the recipient. 

Research
Young faculty members face difficulties 
in obtaining outside sources of funding 
for their research since they compete with 
senior faculty. In order for young faculty 
members to stay current in their fields, 
LAU must offer them research funds. 
Donors can create “seed grant” funds for 
junior faculty members with donations 
of $10,000 or more, or named research 
endowments for gifts of $200,000. 

Special Initiatives
Gender Studies: LAU is in the process 
of integrating gender-related studies 
throughout the undergraduate curriculum 
and instituting a Master’s in Women 
& Gender Studies. We welcome donor 
support for an annual conference, a guest 

SuccessOur Roadmap to 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
April 20: Washington, D.C. Alumni Chapter - Tabletop 
Tennis Party

May 18: Northern California Alumni Chapter - Tour of 
Filoli Gardens and Lunch 

June 9: Toronto Alumni Chapter - Annual Breakfast in the 
Park

August 25: Toronto Alumni Chapter - Annual Family 
Picnic

September 13: Annual LAU Gala in New York - Pierre 
Hotel

September 22: Boston Alumni Chapter - Bar-B-Que Party 
at the home of Alumni Robert and Varsenig Shafie 
If your alumni chapter has an upcoming event, please contact: 

Ed Shiner, Director of Alumni and Special Projects
(212) 870-2578, ed.shiner@lau.edu

On March 2 the San Francisco Alumni Chapter, in 
association with LAU, hosted a special lecture, “The 
Book of Khalid” at the San Francisco Towers. Dr. Todd 

Fine, Director of Project Khalid, discussed Ameen Rihani’s 
background and life in the “Little Syria” section of New York 
City. Dr. Fine also talked about how Rihani’s writing related to 
his actual life in New York City, how he struggled to make a 
living, and his political activism. Dr. Fine explained his current 
project with “Little Syria” and hopes to establish a monument 
in the area. The event brought together 50 alumni, family and 
friends, and a reception and book signing followed the lecture.

If you are intersted in purchasing “The Book of Khalid,” please 
visit http://www.mhpbooks.com/books/the-book-of-khalid. 
More information about Project Khalid and Little Syria can be 
found at: http://projectkhalid.org. 

ALL  ABOARD- LAU CRUISE!
If you are interested in the 

2014 Alumni Cruise, February 27 - March 3, 
please contact: 

Ed Shiner (212) 870-2578, ed.shiner@lau.edu

Space is Limited! Reserve Soon!

Literature

Celebrating
Lebanese

From top to bottom: 
1) Rana El Awar, 

Dr. Todd Fine, Hana 
Rustom Archbold, 

Moe Lawassani, Rima 
Makdisi, Ed Shiner and 
Samira Baroody. 2) Dr. 

Eva Hashem, actress 
Hala Aoun and Joe 

Maroun



The Seattle Alumni Chapter met on March 3 for brunch at the Hilton Hotel in Bellevue, 
Washington. Around 30 alumni, family members and friends attended the event.

Seattle

Toronto
The Toronto Alumni Chapter gathered on March 2 for their Annual Gala Dinner at the Phoenicia 
Lounge in Toronto. The event brought together alumni, family and friends and featured performances 
by two singers and a belly dancer. Federal Financial Aid Coordinator Linda Nicholas from the New 
York Office and Abdo Ghie from the Student Enrollment Office in Beirut also attended the event. 

Washington D.C.
The Washington D.C. Alumni Chapter met on March 14 for a Chapter 
Committee Planning Meeting at the home of Chapter Vice President  
Suzanne Nader Soubra.

Events | 5
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Annual donations to LAU from 
our alumni and friends are vital 
to the University, and many 

of you respond generously each year to 
our annual fund appeals. However, you 
may be less aware of the importance of 
another form of giving – endowed gifts.

Endowment funds are similar to a 
savings account. In LAU’s case, we 
invest endowment funds and only spend 
the interest a portion of the investment 
returns earned from these funds. As per 
LAU’s Investment Policy, up to 4% of 
the three year moving average of the 
Endowment Fund can be disbursed 
according to the donor’s restriction. An 
example would be a three year average of 
an endowment gift of $25,000 received 
by a donor who wishes to create a 
student scholarship. LAU invests these 
funds and, each year, applies the above 
formula amounting to $1,000 to assist a 
student with financial need (according 
to the donor’s restriction). Endowments 
exist permanently and can be created 
by donors for many different purposes 

at LAU. They are some of the most 
important gifts we receive.  

“Endowments enable LAU to sustain its 
programs, advance the quality and the 
standards of education and help needy 
and qualified students to achieve their 
ambition of higher education,” said Emile 
Lamah, CPA, Vice President for Finance 
and Chief Financial Officer of LAU.

Endowments are an essential component 
of the “Fulfilling the Promise” campaign. 
Goals and initiatives of this campaign 
give donors many opportunities to 
fund an endowment. “Some of the 
endowments connected to the campaign 
include chairs, scholarships, lecture 
series, annual fine arts performances, 
research funds, and conferences. 
Almost anything that LAU funds on an 
ongoing basis can be endowed,” said 
Bob Hollback, Assistant Vice President 
for Development. Moreover, donors can 
specify how and where they want the 
donation to be used. Endowments can 
be established in the donor’s name or 

be used by the donor to honor someone 
else. “Endowments exist in perpetuity.  
They are a wonderful way to permanently 
honor a loved one because the named 
endowment will always exist at LAU,” 
Bob said.  

Individuals interested in creating an 
endowment can contact the LAU 
Development Offices in either New York 
or Beirut to inquire about endowing 
projects or programs that are of interest 
to them. 

“Creating an endowment at LAU is a 
noble gesture that helps the University 
subsidize the costs of education. It creates 
a unique feeling of self-satisfaction 
because one is giving back to society,” 
said Mr. Lamah.

This article is not intended, nor should it 
be used, as legal or professional advice. 
Before making any gift described in 
this article, you should consult with a 
professional financial advisor.

Leaving a 
Lasting
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Thank You For Your Generous Support
Theodore and Diana 

Abdo*
Ahmar Family 

Foundation
Robert Badawy*
Samira B. Baroody*
Pierre and Beatrice 

Boutros*
CVS Charitable Trust, 

Incorporation
Dr. Irene D. Faffler

Dr. Peter and Mrs. 
Eva Farha*

Foundation Open 
Society Institute

Elsi Hakim*
Kanan and Hanan 

Hamzeh
Georges Harik
Wadih and Gertrude 

Jordan
Jerry Ludeke

Dr. Tanios and Jan 
Ma’luf

Microsoft Matching 
Gifts Program

Middle East 
Partnership 
Initiative

Presbyterian 
Foundation

Presbyterian Women 
1st Presbyterian 

Church
Jacqueline Rizik
U.S. Agency for 

International 
Development

United Nations 
Association of the 
USA

Roger Waha
Mary E. Weinmann
* denotes alumni donors

This list denotes donors from North America who have graciously supported LAU during the first quarter of 2013.

Continued from page 1

“It’s a dream come true that by the end of this year, we will 
graduate our first class of nursing students and our first class 
of medical students. LAU is a vibrant part of society and we 
always respond to society’s needs by providing programs and 
opportunities. I am so proud to declare the inauguration of this 
new program, the Elie Saab Bachelor Degree in Fashion Design, 
which will commence this coming fall,” said Dr. Jabbra.

The public launch of the campaign will be continued in North 
America as well. LAU’s Annual U.S. Gala will take place in 
New York City on September 13 at the Pierre Hotel. This event 
will also inaugurate LAU’s new North American Headquarters in 
New York City.

Fulfilling the Promise

One Gift. Every Year. Any Amount.
Once a year, make a gift of any amount to the 

LAU Annual Fund. Every gift makes a difference— 
especially yours.

Visit http://campaign.lau.edu.lb/ways-to-give 
to make a gift now.

From left to right: 1)
Nassib Nasr, Assistant 
Vice President for 
Development, Dr. Paul 
Boulos, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, 
May Ogden-Smith, 
Dr. Joseph Jabbra 
and Raymond Audi, 
Board of International 
Advisors member. 
2) Proceeds from the 
auction at the Gala 
went toward student 
financial aid support.
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Monir
Barakat
Where do you live and what do you 
do?
I live in Armonk in Westchester, 
New York. I also have an apartment 
in Manhattan, New York. I am an 
investment banker and President of Wafra 
Capital Partners, Inc., based in New York 
City. Wafra is an investment management 
company that operates mainly with 
institutional clients around the world.

How did you become involved with 
LAU?
I met Dr. Jabbra at a reception in the 
United States and we became friends. 
Through Dr. Jabbra, I learned a lot about 
LAU and fell in love with the institution. 
Every time I go to Lebanon, I visit the 
University and meet with Dr. Jabbra. 
During one visit, Dr. Jabbra asked me to 
join the LAU Health Foundation and I 
became one of the board members of the 
Foundation. 

Why did you become involved with 
LAU and the LAU Health Foundation?
I joined the Health Foundation because I 
thought my experience in leasing medical 
equipment could help the foundation in 
finding available medical equipment in 
U.S. and other overseas markets. 

LAU is a part of Lebanon’s future and I 
am very pleased to be part of that future. 
Lebanon’s place in the Middle East is 
through education and LAU plays a 
huge role in educating Lebanon’s and the 
region’s future leaders. LAU is lucky to 
have Dr. Jabbra as it’s president because 
educational institutions are measured 
by their leaders. Under the stewardship 
of Dr. Jabbra, LAU has a bright future 
ahead of it. My overall involvement with 
LAU is due to my drive to give back 
to Lebanon and help make it the center 
for education and medical health in the 
Middle East.


